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Introduction

It is the purpose of this document is to explain the rationale behind the curriculum at Archers Brook School. Evaluate its success and propose any changes that would improve the outcomes for our pupils.

Following the changes in the national curriculum:- 
· the removal of the national curriculum levels at key stage 3, 
· changes to both the key stage 3 and key stage 4 curriculum 

· external assessment at key stage 4

· how pupils attainment and progress is now measured 
Has not significantly changed the needs of the pupils within our community, or what they need to achieve to be successful in the next stage of their education.   
We also have the challenge to design a curriculum where the majority of pupils have parents who hold a belief of a negative aspirational future for them. The aim of the curriculum is to respond to the individual needs of the pupils by designing an engaging curriculum that recognises success in small steps.
Our Curriculum Principles – Where knowledge is taught to be remembered not merely encountered:

Our curriculum includes not only the formal requirements of the national curriculum, but also a range of deep learning experiences that the school organises to enrich the experience of our pupils and deeply embed programmes of study through experience and interaction. These experiences take place through a wide range of environments from the traditional classroom, to the Link (our ASC facility), the house (residential provision),nurture base, forest school, D of E activities and individual music tuition from visiting tutors, to identify just a few that makes Archers Brook School such a unique school.
We aim to create a learning experience that allows our pupils to reach their full potential from their individual starting points. We recognise that pupils with SEND may not necessarily follow a typical developmental trajectory; but pupils are required to be working within two years of age expected levels to access this curriculum. Learning is tailored to need; Individual Learning needs are recognised as diverse and to be celebrated; Staff are trained to support all learners in our setting offering an experience that supports those who learn in a ‘typical’ and ‘atypical’ manner.
There are also some days every year where the normal timetable is disapplied and pupils are taught on different topics, these days’ cover aspects of religious education, spiritual, moral, social and cultural curriculum.

The Intent in the table below is from our School Vision:
We are learning today to be successful tomorrow’ by:
	Intent
	Implement
	Impact

	Planning for the future


	Pupils have access to careers lessons and independent careers advice
	All pupils leave with a post 16 destination

	Learning to express ourselves and understand others feelings


	The 24 hour curriculum has been designed to enable pupils to learn how to express their emotions in a wide range of ways, through both structured activities e.g. music, art, creative writing and sport etc. and also through activities that are designed to offer pupils opportunities with well-designed but less structured activities e.g. forest schools, outdoor education and residential activities etc. 
	Pupils improve their PASS (pupils attitude to self and school) score from entry into school

	Having confidence and self-belief


	Pupils access the curriculum for well-being  and by building positive relationships with staff, pupils build confidence and self-belief
	Pupils take the opportunities post 16 to re-join their mainstream counterparts through sixth form, college or work based learning and employment

	Being resilient and always looking for a positive way forward


	Staff through planned activities nurture soft skills such as flexibility, empathy, creativity, communication, collaboration and problem solving.
	Post 16 pupils are aware of the advice and support offered within their community and access this when needed

	Maintaining self-respect and accepting the consequences of our actions


	Staff consistently apply the behaviour policy 
	Post 16 pupils are aware of how to keep themselves safe and are better at regulating their behaviour than on entry to school


Key Stage 2 
Archers Brook School offers a broad and rich curriculum for Key Stage 2 pupils with a range of complex social, emotional and mental health issues. Pupils are taught in a nurturing environment. We provide quality education and support for Year 5 and 6 pupils to enable them to become successful and confident learners. Staff are not only trained to deliver high quality specialist subjects but also hold specific SEND qualifications that ensure we can approach our pupil’s individual needs by removing barriers to learning and promoting their personal development to ensure they reach their maximum potential.
Our pupils are integrated into our whole school community and have some lessons in the main school. This allows them to have access to specialist teachers and learning environments. This enriches their development and helps to support their transition into Key Stage 3 - whether this is with us at Archers Brook or in their next identified setting.
We follow the primary national curriculum but adapt it to suit the pupil’s individual needs, so we can support our pupils from their own starting points ensuring our pupils make gains in improving their key skills of literacy and numeracy. However, being an SEMH setting we are not just concerned with academic progress, we provide a variety of learning experiences to help develop pupils emotional development, communication and social skills as well as promoting a positive attitude to others and learning.

 Pupils are encouraged through reward and feedback to engage positively with their timetable. Due to our flexible approach, we can tailor some elements of the school day to meet individual needs and ensure that pupil’s access learning/activities in a way that makes them feel able to participate and succeed.
Key Stage 3 Curriculum
Pupils in key stage 3 follow a timetable that is very similar to many local schools within the CH postcode, this enables new pupils who enter into the school, pupils who are returning to a mainstream school to access a supportive and easier transition. 
Pupils have timetabled lessons for:-

English

Mathematics

Science

ICT

Humanities (which includes History and Geography)

Art 

Design and Technology (Resistant Materials and Cooking)

Physical Education

Music 

French
Careers
Life Skills
Horticulture
Forest School
PSD

Key Stage 4 Curriculum

The curriculum comprises of 3 main areas:-
Core

· Qualifications are taken in Literacy, Numeracy, ICT, Science and PSD (see below), in each of these subjects all pupils take these qualifications according to their ability e.g. GCSE’s, Entry level and in ICT a suite of qualifications developed around the NCFE Occupational Studies for the workplace qualifications. Those in year 10 and 11 are taught the GCSE combined Science curriculum. 
Vocational/ Optional Qualifications
· In year 9 following a comprehensive option programme of events, pupils can choose from a suite of qualifications. This has meant that those in year 10 could choose 3 from 6 subjects. 
Personal and Social Development

· PSD is taught in discrete blocks by the PSD/Careers teacher. This allows it to be easier for groups of pupils to attend other planned activities and visits (e.g. employment fairs, work place visits and work experience) which also promote spiritual, moral, social, and cultural development. This is then recorded towards their ASDAN PSD Award.
All pupils are taught PE.
We are therefore able to offer our pupils the following qualifications as appropriate
	Subject 
	Qualification

	English Language
	Entry level, GCSE

	English Literature
	GCSE

	Mathematics
	Entry level, GCSE

	ICT
	NCFE Occupational Studies for the workplace

	Combined Science
	Entry level, GCSE

	PSD
	ASDAN level 2, level 1, Entry level, Individual Units


Pupils can gain qualifications in 3 of the subjects below, some of which are equivalent to more than one GCSE.
	Level 2 Sport

	Level 1 or 2 Home Cooking

	GCSE Art

	Level 1 BTEC Construction

	Level 1 Horticulture

	Level 1 or 2 Music


An Evaluation 

Pupils and staff appreciate the half hour timetable periods as they allow for a sharper focus on the lesson aims and pupil targets.
Some lessons are doubled (particularly for the more practical/vocational subjects), so movement at the end of lessons has been reduced which has led to a quieter school.
The split lunch times allows a quieter and more relaxed lunch, which meets the sensory needs of our pupils. Pupils find the new timetable easier to understand particularly those on the Aspergers spectrum. As noted from the evidence collected during the accreditation process from the National Autistic Society 
The curriculum prepares our pupils successfully for their post 16 destinations as demonstrated by our sustained low NEET figures
.

Possible future improvements

The majority of pupils continue to choose further education vocational courses post 16 and our curriculum is designed to support this. We will continue to monitor our current courses so that there is a smooth transition between those taught at Archers Brook School and those taught post 16, so for example that they are being assessed in exactly the same way, which makes the transition easier. 
Where pupils show a particular interest in a subject or a desire to follow a particular career path we endeavour to find and support them through a more bespoke curriculum. 

We will continue to research and develop ways in which our life skills curriculum can be developed and pupil progress recorded and monitored
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Archers Brook SEMH Residential School

Curriculum Overview

“To attain knowledge, add things every day. To attain wisdom, remove things every day.” 

― Lao Tse.

Curriculum Aims
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To create:

•
Successful learners who enjoy learning; making good progress and achieving excellence

•
Confident individuals who are able to live safe, healthy and fulfilling lives

•
Responsible citizens who are equipped & are eager to make a positive contribution to society 

Strategic Intent


To deliver a curriculum which:

•
Creates an aspirational high achievement culture/raises standards of attainment

•
Takes into account individual needs and styles

•
Allows everyone to experience success

•
Prepares our Children and Young People well for the next stage of their life.


Our curriculum comprises not only the formal requirements of the national curriculum but also a range of deep learning experiences that the school organises that includes: -
Life Skills:

We also recognise that a rigorous knowledge based academic education is no longer enough to prepare children and young people for entry into their post 16 pathways. Therefore, we ensure we offer life skills as part of our 24-hour curriculum – nurturing soft skills such as flexibility, empathy, creativity, communication, collaboration and problem-solving. As educationalists we recognise that these skills along with the experiences of a high quality education have real value in future employment and are infact the stand-out aptitudes in successful young people.

A continuum of need:

Our core curriculum offer, being based firmly on a national curriculum, ensures that new pupils joining within Key stage 2 or 3 to benefit from a smooth transition to learning and knowledge. This is of equal importance should a child or young person on our roll transition back to Mainstream learning. It also maximises opportunities post 16 where our pupils will re-join their mainstream counterparts through sixth form, college or work based learning and employment.

A curriculum for Wellbeing:

All pupils at Archers Brook School are supported towards a fuller understanding of what it means to experience and maintain good mental and physical health. This crucial area of our taught curriculum, drawing down upon therapeutic and specialist support, underpins what we call ‘readiness to learn’ and develops pupil resilience in all areas of their development. It is also accessible to both pupils and staff remotely via google classrooms with resources to support to support and manage wellbeing.

Pathways through our curriculum

Pathways through our curriculum are supported through a range of assessments 
We currently offer two distinct pathways through from KS2 with all pupils accessing our Wellbeing Curriculum regardless of academic pathway.
Pathway One
The Pathway One curriculum has been designed for learners who are working towards Entry-level qualifications at KS4. This 

group of pupils will be working below ARE (age related expectations) in most, if not all, areas of the curriculum. But they will not be working more than 2 levels below in their core subjects.  This cohort is few 

  in number in our setting, the overwhelming majority of our pupils being level 2 learners at KS4.

Formal communication is embedded in the learning although pupils still need time to process their learning and record/use communication purposefully; these pupils may need learning facilitated via higher levels of scaffolding and augmented forms of communication to promote independence. These pupils will likely have specific barriers to learning that impact on their ability to 

access the National Curriculum and will access specific teaching and interventions to overcome this.

At KS4 these pupils will have a well-designed transition and a supported post 16 pathway.


Pathway Two
The Pathway Two curriculum has been designed for learners who are working towards level 2 or 1 qualifications at KS4. This 

group of pupils will predominately be working at ARE in most areas of the curriculum.

Pupils within this Pathway may have specific barriers to learning that impact on their ability to access the National Curriculum, but will access specific teaching and interventions where needed to support them in attaining skills to overcome this. These pupils may benefit from scaffolded learning, yet are mostly independent in their access of learning and will benefit from High Quality Specialist subject teaching in order to attain to their best outcome. 

 At KS4, these pupils will have a clear Post 16 pathway to education and/or employment at level 2 or above.


Wellbeing Curriculum

This offer is for all pupils to access and is designed to support pupils in maintaining good mental and physical health.

This curriculum is accessed via Holistic therapy, Art Therapy, Counselling, our extended day and 24 hour offer and the Nurture Base. We have a dedicated team of MHFA (Mental Health First Aiders) who, as established personnel, are well placed to act as Champions for pupils and support them/staff on a daily basis.

The pupil voice is strong, and advocates for the whole child as well as supporting LGBT & Prevent work.

We measure pupil attitude to self and school using PASS.

The Pathway 3 curriculum has been designed for learners whose barriers to learning cannot be met on the school site, they will have a bespoke curriculum package that will support them to achieve both the qualifications and qualities needed for them to access a post 16 pathway. They will as a minimum be supported in literacy and numeracy and be given the opportunity to take relevant external qualifications in these. Other opportunities may include college and or work experience. 









